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Jesus Came Down From Heaven Above 

I.  To live 

II.   To die 

Kids, how would you like it if tonight or tomorrow morning, whenever you open presents, you find only one present under the tree for you.  It is an envelope.  You open that envelope and inside is not cash nor a gift card, but a piece of paper, and on that paper is written a song; not a rock song or gansta’ rap or a hip hop tune, but a Christmas song.  If you were expecting the new Xbox 360 you would probably be disappointed.  Back in 1539 Martin Luther wrote the hymn “From Heaven Above” as a Christmas present for his children.  I guess that I would not complain too much.  It’s a great hymn.  The lyrics retell the Christmas story.  The hymn explains why Jesus came down to earth.  That is what we want to explore tonight.  When we examine the words of the prophet Isaiah we will see that Jesus Came Down From Heaven Above, first of all To live, and secondly To die.   

I.
There was a program on television that interviewed former inmates of Alcatraz, the island prison in San Francisco, California.  Some of the men spoke about time they spent in solitary confinement.  They described total darkness.  Some of the prisoners would remove a button from their uniform, throw it up in the air and listen for it to drop on the cold, hard floor.  Then they would get on their hands and knees to search for that button.  They did this over and over and over again to occupy their minds, so they would not go crazy.  That’s a very bleak situation.  Total darkness… no hope.  

In Isaiah 9:2, the prophet spoke of, “The people walking in darkness...”  He was describing prisoners in solitary confinement; spiritual inmates in the jail cell of unbelief.  At one time you were in this same bleak situation; walking around in darkness, with no hope and no direction, no way out.  How do you get there?  In John 3:6 Jesus tells us, “Flesh gives birth to flesh.”  What he means by that is sinful parents give birth to sinful babies.  Psalm 58:3 further explains, “Even from birth the wicked go astray; from the womb they are wayward and speak lies.”  From birth you and I had no choice.  We were brought into a world of spiritual darkness.  There was no way you or I or anyone could find God on our own.  Since you and I were born into this world as sinners, we had the wrong idea of how to get into a right relationship with God.  

Isaiah in vs 4 talked about “a yoke that burdens you… a bar across your shoulders… the rod of your oppressor.”  This yoke, this burden is God’s law.  As we walk around in our spiritual jail cell, we think we can get into a right relationship with God by keeping his law.  If we do good to others, go to church once in a while, say nice things to strangers, maybe God will look favorably on us.  Wrong.  Proverbs 16:25 says, “There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death.”   Here’s what God demands, “Love God with all your heart, soul and mind, and oh, by the way, love your neighbor just as much as you love yourself.  If you can do that perfectly, every day of your life, then I will let you into my heaven.  Then you’ll be in a right relationship with me.”  

You would think that most laws would have the power to lead people to do right things and prevent them from doing wrong.  God’s law is just the opposite.  When we look at what we are suppose to do and what we are not supposed to do, we see that we fail miserably.  James 2:10 says, “Whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point, is guilty of breaking all of it.”  Since we do not love God perfectly all the time and since we cannot love our friends and coworkers and neighbors and family members just as much as we love ourselves, we’re stuck.  There’s no way we can get out of the darkness of our spiritual cell block on our own.  There’s no way God will let us out when he looks at how terribly we fail.  

God has to do something to save us.  He has to open the door of our jail cell and let light in.  Isaiah speaks of that light, “The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.”  That light is the baby Jesus.  Mary and Joseph and the shepherds were the first believers to see Isaiah’s prophecy of this great light come true.  Mary and Joseph knew this was the light Isaiah spoke about.  The angel Gabriel appeared to Mary and told her, “You will have a son and you will name him Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”  The shepherds knew this light was the Messiah.  A sky full of angles loudly proclaimed the Savior’s birth.  How exactly did this great light save you from your perilous situation? 

He came down from heaven above to live for you.  He lived under that yoke of the law.  God demanded.  Jesus performed, perfectly.  He shattered that yoke that burdened you.  He broke that heavy rod of God’s demands that lay across your shoulders.  He obeyed God’s law flawlessly.  He always put his trust in his Heavenly Father.  He faithfully went to church.  He never once talked back to his mom and dad.  He never hated anyone, never had lustful thoughts about another woman, he never gossiped, never stole, he never wanted something that was not his.  He loved all people more than he loved himself.  Jesus came down from heaven above to give you this Christmas gift, his perfect life.  

God looks at you and no longer sees someone who miserably failed his commands, but a saint who is now perfect in his sight.  He looks at you through Jesus’ perfect life, which he lived for you and gave to you, as the greatest Christmas present you’ll ever receive.  You no longer have to go through life wondering, “Have I done enough?  Was I good enough?”  Jesus did enough for you, for all people.  He was perfect.  You are no longer walking around in darkness.  God now opens the jail door for you, lets the light of Jesus in and says, “You can come out now, because of what my Son did for you.”  Now…does this mean that God’s law no longer applies to us?  No…the Ten Commandments now serve as a guide for your new life of light.  God’s law shows you how you can live your life to show your thanks to the baby Jesus for what he came down from heaven above to do for you, to live.  

II.
So now you have this perfect life. But what about your sins?  What about all those times you did not fully and completely trust in God above all things? What about the times you loved yourself more than others?  Something has to be done with these sins.  There are consequences.  In our country’s judicial system, criminals are punished for the crimes they commit, most of the time.  Sometimes the punishment doesn’t seem to fit the crime, sometimes the judges are too lenient.  On the other hand, at times they seem to be too harsh.  In God’s judicial system there is no wiggle room.  There is only one punishment for your crimes of sin, God sentences you and me and all people to death row.  You broke my laws, now you must pay.  We all await execution because we broke every single one of his laws.  Not just a physical death, but an eternity in hell.  

Isaiah in verse 6 gives us hope, “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given.”  For what purpose?  To die for you and for me.  On Christmas Eve we stand at the manger.  We stare at the baby Jesus, wrapped up nice and cozy in Mary’s arms, sleeping softly, we hear the gentle mooing of the cattle, we watch the shepherds excitedly hug Mary, run their finger across their Savior’s soft cheeks, touch his little fingers.  On Christmas Eve we also stand at the foot of the cross.  We look up and see his blood running down his body, dripping onto the ground, we wince when we see the crown of thorns, we shudder at the lacerations in his back and close our eyes in horror when we see the nails in hands and feet.  On Christmas Eve we stand at the cross because this is what Jesus came down from heaven above to do for you, to die.  

We come to the cross tonight because God punished Jesus for your sins.  For your sins of not listening to mom and dad, for gossiping, for unfaithfulness with the Word of God, for lust, for hate, for covetousness, for lying, for not putting God first in your life… God put you first in his life, sent his Son to live for you, to die for you, because you could not.  Jesus came to die for you so that you will not suffer forever in hell.  Because he took your punishment on himself, God now rewards you with another amazing Christmas gift, an eternity in heaven.  We had the darkness of death to look forward to.  Now as you live your life, you have heaven to look forward to.  Jesus came down from heaven above to die so that you will go to heaven.  

What a great Christmas present, From Heaven Above Jesus Came Down; to live for you; to die for you.

What a great Christmas present Martin Luther gave to his children: a hymn… to teach his children about the baby Jesus.  

From heaven above to earth I come, To bring good news to every home;

Glad tidings of great joy I bring, Whereof I now will say and sing.

To you this night is born a child, of Mary, chosen virgin mild,

This little child of lowly birth, Shall be the joy of all the earth.

This is the Christ, our God most high, Who hears your sad and bitter cry;

He will himself your Savior be, From all your sins to set you free.  Amen.

